











prevented systematic recording. His intent was to provide
views of the ruins, rather than an in-depth documentary
record of the sites. ~

While Charnay’s writings fell within the bounds of de-
scription, he did attempt to provide some interpretation. It
consisted mainly of comparing Mesoamerican cultures with
the civilizations of Asia, and identifying the Toltecs of High-
land Mexico as the civilizers of Mesoamerica—a theory that
has never found any support.

In 1873 the Le Plongeons landed in Yucatan prepared
to document the ruins by the same new photographic method
Charnay had used and by making architectural plans and
drawings. Augustus felt well prepared for what he saw as
his life’s work. He brought years of experience in surveying
and photography, most recently in Peru, and he, unlike his
predecessors, brought with him a hypothesis to be tested
by systematic observation. He openly stated that he came
to Yucatan with the hypothesis that the Maya were the foun-
ders of world civilization. He would let the facts either prove
or disprove that hypothesis.





